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DECEMBER 2015
Reflection: Psalm 85: 4A, 8, 10-13
Restore us again, O God of our salvation!
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
For he will speak to his people,
To his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts
Restore us again, O God of our salvation!

Come Lord Jesus!
Bless us as we prepare to welcome You more fully into our lives.
Be with us in the busyness and quiet of our preparation.
Reveal Yourself to us as we seek to be Your people.
“The people in darkness have seen a great light.”
Illuminate us and draw us close, as we wait in joyful hope.
For You are our hope and our salvation!
Come Lord Jesus!

Principal’s Message
During the season of Advent we prepare for Jesus to enter our lives as the light of the world. Although Jesus is
always present in our hearts, we use this special time to reflect on our many blessings and to pray for those who are
in need. The school will use daily prayer, Advent Liturgies, Mass and good deeds for the community to foster our
faith as we await the coming of Jesus at Christmas. We will also hold a Christmas Concert on Tuesday, December 7,
2015. There will be a dress rehearsal and the FDK presentation in the afternoon followed by a school
performance, grades 1-8 at 6:30 p.m. On behalf of the St. James the Apostle School staff, we would like to wish
your family a safe, healthy and blessed season!
Yours in Catholic Education,
Mr. M. De Angelis
Principal

Advent Mass
An Advent Mass will be held on Thursday, December
3, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. in the gym. The Mass will be
dedicated to families at St. James the Apostle Catholic
Elementary School. Please plan to attend this joyous
event.

Advent Liturgies
Throughout Advent each division will have AdventWreath Liturgies on the following days:




Monday, November 30 at 8:45 a.m.
Monday, December 7 at 8:45 a.m.
Monday, December 14 at 8:45 a.m.
The final Advent Liturgy will take place
on Friday, December 18, 2015 at 8:45
a.m. in our school gym. Please plan to
attend.

Security:
Visitors and Appointments
To maintain a safe school, it is imperative that all
visitors report to the school office using the front door
including parents dropping off lunches and other items.
Please refrain from walking your child to their
classroom. Please refrain from going to your child’s
classroom without permission for the office. If you are
volunteering please sign in at the office. If you are
having a scheduled interview with a teacher, please
sign in. Please obtain a visitor’s badge after signing in.
Anyone entering the school building without office
identification will be redirected to do so.
If you are picking up your child for an appointment
please report to the office. Contact by a written note or
phone call must be made to the school informing them
of the necessary arrangements. The classroom teacher
will send the student to the office at the appropriate
time and the parent/guardian will meet the child at the
office.

Weather
Please listen to local radio stations
or watch the local television
station for school closures during
these winter months. Remember
to listen for “The HamiltonWentworth Catholic District School
Board” closure announcements.
With the cold weather fast approaching, we ask that
the children come dressed appropriately for the
weather (hats, mittens, boots etc.). Your cooperation
is greatly appreciated with these matters.

Winter Wear
Students are asked to have indoor
shoes to wear in school during the
winter months. Indoor shoes allow
for the feet to stay warm and dry
while helping prevent slippery conditions that boots
cause. Also, please send your child with labelled hats,
mittens, scarves etc. for the winter weather. It is
important for your child to be comfortable and warm
for his/her own well-being. Thank you in advance for
your cooperation.

Snow Throwing
There is perhaps no other
activity that has the
potential to cause serious
injury
as
throwing
snow/snowballs. Particles of ice, grit or stones can be
imbedded in the snow without the person’s
knowledge and could result in head or eye injuries.
Snow throwing will not be permitted at St. James the
Apostle School. Safety is our primary concern. Please
discuss the seriousness of throwing snow with your
child.

Anaphylaxis
St. James the Apostle is a place where all children feel
safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure the
safety and well-being of all children, please note
below important information from Anaphylaxis
Canada:





Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is
rapid in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction
can occur within minutes of exposure to an
allergen (a substance capable of causing an allergic
reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause
severe reactions when eaten. This may happen if a
person at risk touches an allergenic substance and
then subsequently touches the mouth. Even a very
small amount ‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to a
serving utensil has the potential to cause a severe
allergic reaction. Direct ingestion of an allergycausing food poses the greatest risk for people with
food allergies.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to
the guidelines below is most appreciated:







There are students at this school who are allergic
to the following foods and items: peanuts, all tree
nuts and mangos.
Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a
classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens
into the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands
before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food, food
utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food
products into the school; with permission, nonfood items are permitted for various celebrations
and special events and activities.

Thank you for your help in keeping all our children
safe.

FDK News
Our classes are enjoying a Pizza Parlour in the house
centre at this time and the “Three Billy Goats” retell is
in the sand box. Our button jar has been introduced
for sorting.
The FDK classes will be getting ready for our Christmas
concert on December 7th. Along with the special songs
we will do for the concert we will have a variety of
other seasonal poems and songs to learn. We are
planning a trip to Heritage Green Nursing Home to
perform for the residents. The children went last year
and were well received.
The classes are still working on patterns, shapes and
will be doing a number or graphs with regards to
Christmas. Our main focus over the next few weeks
will be the season of Advent and the birth of Christ.

Primary Division News
In the month of December we will be preparing for
the birth of Jesus.
Advent began on Sunday,
th
November 29 . It is the time to prepare ourselves for
the coming of our Lord. On Thursday, December 3rd
the primary division will be participating in the Advent
Mass in the gym.
In the Primary Division we have begun Christian
Meditation with our students as a way for the
students to connect with God and themselves.
As the cold weather has arrived students are
reminded to dress appropriately and to always have
an extra pair of socks and indoor shoes.
The Primary division had a great time conducting
surveys, displaying their data on pictographs and bar
graphs and communicating their finding using math
language. We are embarking on descriptive writing
and visualization. The students will be reading texts
with rich descriptive language.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Junior Division News

United Way Dress Down Day

The grade 4/5 class is learning how to measure and
draw angles along with identifying the 2-D shapes.
Scientific concepts of rocks, minerals, and properties
of matter are being explored.

On November 3, 2015 the School Board hosted their
United Way Dress-Down Day. A total of $231.00 was
raised. Thank you for your support and generosity in
this event.

Intermediate Division News
The grade 6/7 class will begin preparing for the
Advent Season. They will learn all about its history,
meaning and the importance of celebrating the
season. As well, we continue to focus on our overall
health and well-being through our Fitness unit in
Physical Education, Nutrition Unit in Health, created
by God learning about personalities and relationships
in Religion.
Just a reminder to all parents of students going to
Bishop Ryan High School next ear, that there will be a
parent information night on Wednesday, December
2nd at 7:00 p.m. at Bishop Ryan High School.
For parents who have a child working with assistive
technology in the classroom, there will be a workshop
on December 9th at the NMC to provide parents with
information on how they can help their child with the
use of an I-pad.
The Grade 8 students are completing work in the
following subject areas: Math—solving algebraic
equations; Science—gaining a basic understanding of
cells; Geography—describing pattern settlements.

Student Council Christmas News
Once again the St. James Apostles
are collecting various household
items to be given to St. Vincent de
Paul. Each class will be assigned
certain items. We will start on
November 30 to December 14.
Each class will be given a box to collect the items. If
you are unable to bring in your assigned item, feel
free to bring in what is convenient.

Assigned Items
Mrs. Hickey—socks or mittens for children or adults
Mrs. McFadden—soap bars and combs or brushes
Mrs. Malatesta—shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes
Mrs. DiFilippo—small bottles of hand lotion, body wash
Mrs. Caliri—napkins, paper towels

Monster-Mash Move-a-Thon
Thank you to everyone who participated and
contributed to our Monster-Mash Move-a-thon on
October 30, 2015. A net total amount of $1,934.75
was raised. The money will go towards class trips, the
purchasing of apples for healthy snacks on a weekly
basis, and towards defraying the costs of special
events. (The students will be receiving apples twice a
week for a healthy snack until December 18).

Mr. Sebben—diapers, wipes, formula, Pablum
Mrs. Cannon—canned goods or dry goods
Mr. Jovanovic—toilet paper

Please have all items in by Monday, Dec. 14,
2015.

Sub Day
This month we will have our Sub Day
on Monday, December 14th due to the
Christmas holidays. Forms will be
distributed on Wednesday, December 2nd. Please
remember if you pay online you must submit your sub
form to the school.
Our Pita Pit day was a success. Thank you for
your cooperation in handling in all the
forms on time. Our next Pita Pit day will be
in February.
Thank you from the Student Council.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Eco Team News
The Eco-team continues to recycle
every week. They are also trying
to ensure that all monitors are off
when the computers are not in
use. Keep up the great effort. We
continue to promote Litter-less
Wednesdays in an effort to reduce
garbage created during lunch and snack time. On
these days please send your child to school with as
few wrappers and boxes as possible, substituting
them with reusable containers. Thank you in advance
for your cooperation in helping us to reduce our
waste.

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre
The Parenting and Family Literacy Centre is open from
8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Monday to Friday. Come in
and join us for story time and a Christmas craft.

Catholic School Council
Our next Catholic School Council meeting will be held
on Monday, January 18, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in the
staffroom. All are welcome to attend.

Fundraising—On

February 3 until February 25,

2016 the Catholic School Council will be hosting a
major fundraiser. We will be selling a peanut-free
variety pack from World’s Finest Chocolates. Each
assorted box contains a variety of chocolates and each
item will sell for $3.00. The funds will help subsidize
class trips and special events. Further information will
be sent out in January.

Gently Used School Uniforms
If you would like to purchase or trade for gently used
uniforms; please contact Mrs. Ferrari for a suitable
time throughout the week. There will a larger
opportunity to purchase used uniform pieces on the
evening of December 7, 2015 during our Christmas
Concert. Each article of clothing will cost $5 and as
per tradition all proceeds will go towards the grade 8
graduation. If you would like to donate any articles of
clothing, please drop them off at the office or to Mr.
Jovanovic, the grade 8 teacher.

Catholic Education Week
Opening Doors of Mercy
L’éducation catholique: ouvrir des portes de
miséricorde
Pope Francis has declared 2016 a “Holy Year of Mercy”
as a way for the Catholic Church to “make more evident
its mission to be a witness of mercy”. The year will be
celebrated from December 8, 2015 - November 20,
2016. Throughout the year there will be a series of
jubilee celebrations on the theme of mercy for
teenagers, deacons, the sick and disabled, prisoners,
catechists and clergy. As well, Pope Francis will open
the Vatican’s Holy Door on December 8. The Holy Door
is opened to evoke the concept of forgiveness, which is
the main focus of a Holy Year.

The theme of human sin and God’s mercy is illustrated
in 15 of the 16 bronze panels that make up the current
Vatican door, with episodes from both the Old and New
Testament, including the Fall of Adam and Eve, the
Annunciation, and the merciful Father and the Prodigal
Son.
Catholic Education Week 2016 combines both the
theme of mercy and the act of opening doors of
reconciliation, mercy, and forgiveness to all around us.
Each month a prayer will be placed in the newsletter
reflecting one of the five sub-themes of Catholic
Education Week.
The following are the five sub-themes of Catholic
Education Week 2016 are as follows:
Monday: Mercy that Welcomes – (Jesus and the
Woman at the Well, John 4:1-42))
La miséricorde qui accueille – (Jésus et la Samaritaine,
Jean 4:1-42)
Tuesday: Mercy that Loves – (The Good Samaritan,
Luke 10:25-37)
La miséricorde qui aime – (Le bon Samaritain, Luc
10:25-37)
Wednesday: Mercy that Forgives – (The Prodigal Son,
Luke 15:11-32)
La miséricorde qui pardonne – (L’enfant prodigue, Luc
15:11-32)
Thursday: Mercy that Lives the Gospel – (Zacchaeus,
Luke 19:1-10)
La miséricorde qui vit l’Évangile – (Zachée, Luc 19:1-10)
Friday: Mercy that Rejoices – (Healing of the Paralytic,
Luke 5:17-26)
La miséricorde qui rend grâce – (La guérison du
paralyse, Luc 5:17-26)
Advent: “Mercy that Welcomes”
“La miséricorde qui accueille”

“Walking Together and Sharing our Story”

Advent Prayer
Loving and compassionate God, be with us as we learn
and pray through this Advent season.
Enlighten us with your spirit so that we may see the
signs before us today.
Give us hearts of compassion to see the face of Christ in
the refugee, the homeless person and the suffering
family member.
Give us wisdom to make pathways straight and rough
roads smooth.
May we welcome the Christ child with love and meet
others with mercy that welcomes.
Help us to listen to the Word of God more intently this
Advent season so that we may bring the Good News of
Salvation to all we meet.
And may we do so with patience, prayer and love.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, our hope
and our home.
Amen
This prayer is from the sub theme “Mercy that
Welcomes”

Pay for Student Items Online!
Parents now have the convenience of paying for school trips, food days, and other items
online.
After registering for School Cash Online, you will receive emails notifying you of school trips,
events, activities, and other items available for purchase online.

Payments will still continue to be accepted by cheque and cash.
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Parents please register!
Here’s how:
Step 1:

Go to this website: https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com

Step 2:

Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps

Step 3:

After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ option,
sign in and add each of your children to your household account.
Thank you parents

December 2015

RE: INCLEMENT WEATHER—SCHOOL CLOSURE
Dear Parents/Guardians:
When schools are closed or buses cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, details will be announced on the
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board website (www.hwcdsb.ca) and Hamilton-Wentworth Student
Transportation Services website (www.hamiltonschoolbus.ca/public v2/index.aspx) as well as the following Hamilton
and area media outlets:
900 CHML / VINYL 95.3 / Y108 FM
CKOC 1150 / K-Lite 102.9 FM / CHAM 820
CHCH TV Morning Live (Channel 11)
CBC Hamilton www.cbc.ca/hamilton
The Hamilton Spectator www.thespec.com
Twitter https://twitter.com/HWCDSB
Facebook www.facebook.com
Schools closures and bus cancellations will be posted on the HWCDSB and HWSTS websites and communicated to the
local media by 7:00 a.m., whenever possible. If schools close early, the information will be posted on the HWCDSB and
HWSTS websites and sent to the media for dissemination. In addition, each school will initiate its own procedures for
notifying parents of early closures due to inclement weather.
We ask parents/guardians to take notice of the following guidelines:
 In the event of impending severe weather conditions, parents should consider the safety of their children in
deciding whether or not to send them to school;
 Parents should stay tuned to Hamilton and area radio stations for weather reports and school board
announcements;
 Parents who, in spite of bus cancellation, drive their children to school, should ensure that their children can
get into the school and will be required to make the necessary arrangements for the safe return home of their
children at the end of the day or in the event of an early closure. Buses which do not run in the morning will
not run for the rest of the day;
 Phone calls to the school during severe weather conditions are to be made only in the case of extreme
emergency;
 Parents shall be requested to provide the school with the name and telephone number of a neighbour
alternate, (someone who lives in close proximity to the home) who would be willing to act on their behalf in
the event that they cannot be reached.
Thank you for your assistance.
Yours truly,
Mr. J. Hansen
Director of Education
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