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FEBRUARY 2016
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul.
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3B-4, 5, 6

Principal’s Message,
Welcome to February. The students and staff have begun a new school term and report cards will be going
home on Wednesday, February 17, 2016. Students are always highly encouraged to try their very best in all
academic tasks and to strive for excellence. Our sports teams continue to do well in C.Y. O. basketball and
volleyball and we wish them the best of luck during the playoffs. We will also begin to prepare for Lent which
starts with Ash Wednesday on February 10 with a Liturgy and a non-perishable food drive. Let us be thankful
for all our blessings, and may peace and harmony be with all our families during the month of February.
Yours in Catholic Education,
Mr. M. De Angelis
Principal

Catholic Education Week
Catholic Education Week 2016 combines both the theme
of mercy and the act of opening doors of reconciliation,
mercy, and forgiveness to all around us.

FDK
Registrations 2016

Each month a prayer will be placed in the newsletter
reflecting one of the five sub-themes of Catholic
Education Week.

Registration for September 2016 will take place on an
on-going basis starting February 2016. Parents are
asked to call the school at 905-560-2700 to make an
appointment to register their child.

“Mercy that Forgives”

JK--child must be 4 years of age by December 31, 2016
K---child must be 5 years of age by December 31, 2016

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
through our own fault,
in thought and word and deed
and in what we have left undone.
For the sake of your son, our Lord Jesus Christ,

The following pieces of information must be submitted
to register your child--Baptismal Certificate, Birth
Certificate, Immunization Record and proof of
residence within this community.
WELCOME TO ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

forgive us all our offenses
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.
(From “An Order for Compline,” 1979 Book of Common Prayer)

The prayer is taken from the sub theme of Catholic
Education Week: Mercy that Forgives.

Inspiring Your Child to Learn and
Love Math
The school has received the resource, “Inspiring Your
Child to Learn and Love math.” It was developed by
experts in mathematics instruction with collaboration
from parents and students. It is distributed by the
Council of Ontario Directors of Education (CODE) and is
for use in Ontario schools.
Each elementary school in the province has received 6
kits. The kits are designed to support the important
role parents have in contributing to their children’s
learning at home and at school. Copies are available
from my office for parents to use. For those wanting
additional copies, all documents are available on the
CODE website at ontariodirectors.ca

Black History Month
February is Black History Month. During the month, our
Library will have displays of books noting the
achievements and contributions by African-Canadians to
Canadian society.

The 20/20 Challenge Run4Change
Our school, under the leadership of Mrs. DiFilippo, is
involved in the 20/20 Challenge Run4Change. For 20
weeks, for 20 minutes a day, the school will provide an
exercise/training schedule for the students. After 20
weeks, some of our students will be prepared to join
other students from across the city to complete a 5K
Run4Change in May at Bay Front Park.
The other part of the challenge also brings the Social
Justice awareness to the school. Students collect change
to help make change in the life of at-risk students. All
money collected stays in Hamilton to purchase
backpacks, running shoes, books and healthy breakfasts
to help disadvantaged students. Our school goal is to
raise $500 for this noble endeavor.

cupcakes or cookies will be greatly appreciated. Please
donate only items displays the peanut free sticker and
made in a nut free facility.
Please submit donations forms to Mrs. DiFilippo by
Wednesday, February 10th. Please bring in all cakes
Friday morning (Feb. 12) to the stage. Thank you for
your cooperation and generosity.

Heart-O-Grams
As an act of friendship, this year the St.
James Apostles will be selling heart-ograms (peanut-free valentine suckers)
from February 5th to February 11th during
the morning recess in Mrs. DiFilippo’s
room. The cost of each heart-o-gram is
.50 cents or 3 for a loonie.

Wear Yellow Day—Winter Walk
Don’t Hibernate…Participate!
Wear Yellow Day—Winter Walk
Wednesday, February 3rd
Let’s show the world that
Hamilton cares about the
environment and our health!
Students are encouraged to walk and wear “yellow
tops” with uniform bottoms to school.

February: Celebrating Friendship at
St. James the Apostle
CAKE RAFFLE

Pancake Tuesday
Tuesday, February 9, 2016 is Pancake Tuesday.
Students will be provided with
pancakes on this day. There will be no
charge to the students. The pancakes
and juice will be provided by the school
and Catholic School Council. If you are
interested in volunteering for this event
please contact the school.
The holy season of Lent begins on Wednesday,
February 10 and ends on Wednesday, March 23, 2016.
Ash Wednesday Liturgy will be at 1:00 p.m. All are
welcome to attend.

Family Day & PA Day
The St. James the Apostles are having
their annual Valentine Cake Raffle on
Friday, February 12th. The tickets are
1 for $1.00 and 3 for $2.00. Tickets
will go on sale on February 3rd until
February 11th. In order for this raffle
to be a success, donations of cakes,

Family Day is Monday, February 15, 2016. Have a
wonderful day. Friday, February 26, 2016 is a PA Day.
Please refer to the school calendar.

Report Cards
Report cards will be going home on Wednesday,
February 17, 2016.

Sub Day
The next sub day will be on Monday, February 22nd.
Sub day will be a week later due to Monday, February
15th being Family Day. Order forms will be going home
on Wednesday, February 10th.
Thank you for
supporting the St. James Apostles. Please return all
forms to the school by Wednesday, February 17, 2016.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to
the guidelines below is most appreciated:




School Cash
The school is trying to promote on-line payment of
school events. School Cash provides this opportunity.
Payments can be made on-line on a secure site. School
Cash also offers the opportunity to pay by credit card.
We highly encourage that payment for our chocolate
fundraiser is made on-line through School Cash.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this
matter.

Anaphylaxis
St. James the Apostle is a place where all children feel
safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure the
safety and well-being of all children, please note below
important information from Anaphylaxis Canada:





Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is rapid
in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction can
occur within minutes of exposure to an allergen (a
substance capable of causing an allergic reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause
severe reactions when eaten. This may happen if a
person at risk touches an allergenic substance and
then subsequently touches the mouth. Even a very
small amount ‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to a
serving utensil has the potential to cause a severe
allergic reaction. Direct ingestion of an allergycausing food poses the greatest risk for people with
food allergies.




There are students at this school who are allergic to
the following foods and items: peanuts, all tree
nuts and mangos.
Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a
classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens into
the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands
before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food, food
utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food products
into the school; with permission, non-food items are
permitted for various celebrations and special
events and activities.

Snow Throwing
There is perhaps no other
activity that has the potential
to cause serious injury as
throwing
snow/snowballs.
Particles of ice, grit or stones
can be imbedded in the snow without the person’s
knowledge and could result in head or eye injuries.
Snow throwing will not be permitted at St. James the
Apostle School. Safety is our primary concern. Please
discuss the seriousness of throwing snow with your
child.

Weather
Please listen to local radio stations or watch the local
television station for school closures during these
winter months. Remember to listen for “The HamiltonWentworth Catholic District School Board” closure
announcements.
With the cold weather fast
approaching, we ask that the children
come dressed appropriately for the
weather (hats, mittens, boots etc.).
Your
cooperation
is
greatly
appreciated with these matters.

Winter Wear

Catholic School Council

Please remember that students are
asked to have indoor shoes to wear
in school during the winter months.
Indoor shoes allow for the feet to
stay warm and dry while helping
prevent slippery conditions that boots cause. Also,
please send your child with labelled hats, mittens,
scarves etc. to the winter weather. It is important for
your child to be comfortable and warm for his/her own
wellbeing. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Our next Catholic School Council meeting will be on
Monday, February 29, 2016 at 6:45 p.m.

Reconciliation, First Communion and
Confirmation
First Reconciliation
Saturday, February 27, 2016 at 10:30 a.m.
First Communion
Sunday, April 17 at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 17 at 3:30 p.m.

Confirmation Enrolment Ceremony
Students are asked to attend any of the Masses on the
weekend of February 20 and 21, 2016 (Saturday 5:00
p.m., Sunday 8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m. or 11:30 a.m.) At
these Masses the candidates will be called forward, will
profess their faith and place their enrolment form in
the basket provided at the front of the church.

On February 3 until February 25, 2016 the Catholic
School Council will be hosting a major fundraiser. We
will be selling a peanut-free variety pack from World’s
Finest Chocolates. Each assorted box contains a variety
of chocolates and each item will sell for $3.00. The
funds will help subsidize class trips and special events
such as defraying the cost of agendas, Pancake
Tuesday, special in-school presentations and Play Day.

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre
Please come and visit our Parenting and Family Literacy
Centre with your children from babies up to 6 years of
age. The Centre is part of our school and offers fun
programs that help children get ready for school. It is
FREE and NO REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
Parenting and Family Literacy Centres are school-based
programs in which parents, grandparents and
caregivers with their children participate in a range of
play-based learning activities that focus on the optimal
development of the child and the early acquisition of
literacy and numeracy skills.
Our centre is open Monday-Friday, 8:30-12:30.

FDK News
Happy Valentine's Day! February is a busy month in

Confirmation for our grade 7
students will be on Friday, May
20, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Retreat for our
grade 7 students will be Friday,
February 19, 2016 at Marydale
Park.

the FDK rooms. We will be preparing report cards for
the SK's in our classes. The JK's will receive one at the
end of the year. We will be busy working on Valentine's
activities incorporating both Mathematics and Language
curriculums.
St. James is participating in the Run4Change program
raising money for local children at-risk. The FDK classes,
due to our more flexible schedule, already incorporate a
variety of opportunities for physical fitness during our
day, so we have decided instead to focus on healthy
eating awareness. Every Friday the teachers in our
classes will provide a healthy snack (e.g. apples and

carrots, etc.). We will ask families to donate any spare
change for the Run4Change Initiative.

Primary News
In the month of February the primary classes will be
celebrating Valentine's Day! Our celebration will begin
with a liturgy about the gift of friendship. It will also
include the exchange of Valentine cards and healthy
peanut and tree nut free snacks.
We are planning a future visit to the Hamilton Art
Gallery on Thursday, February 11th. Further details will
follow closer to the date.
Please continue to encourage your child to participate in
daily home reading. Remember that the grade 2’s will
be
making
their
First
Reconciliation
on
Saturday, February 27th at 10:30
a.m. at
Assumption Parish. Please continue reading the
Preparation Booklet with your child.

excited to be a part of the St. James the Apostle School
community and look forward to meeting and working
with all of you!
Mrs. Cole

Grade 7/8—the grade 8 students are preparing for the
next stage in their academic careers by selecting their
secondary school as well as their courses and levels. The
following items are due on February 13, 2016 to
complete the registration:
a) Registered at Bishop Ryan through “pathways to
success” website.
b) Completion and any corrections of the large white
registration form
c) $40 cash or cheque payable to Bishop Ryan High
School. (Payment online is available)
d) Large white sheet—Teachers course level
recommendation
Once again, if you have any concerns regarding the
appropriate level please call Mr. Jovanovic.

Junior News
The junior division kept busy measuring various items
around the school to determine length, width,
perimeter and area.

Graduation pictures will take place on Friday, February
5, 2016 at our school starting in the morning.

Sports News
Intermediate News
Grade 6/7—as a means of keeping parents informed, I
am learning to navigate our myClass page and will be
updating it weekly. I will post most handouts distributed
in class for each subject area/grade. Our February
Literacy focus is on Activating Prior Knowledge and
Making Connections. This will be especially important
for the Grade 6’s as it will help prepare them for the
EQAO test in May. Students will also be introduced to
Reading Response Journals using the APES strategy to
answer open response questions. In Math, students will
continue to investigate Measurement. Specifically, we
are learning to calculate the area of parallelograms,
triangles and trapezoids. Upon completion we will
return to Number Sense and Numeration. I am so

Congratulations to the following students who are
representing St. James at the Knights of Columbus Free
Throw competition on Saturday, February 6th at St.
Marks School:

BOYS

GIRLS

Sean U.
Raghul R.
Anthony D.
Karlo H.
Andy Y.
Simon M.
Dakota L.
Anthony M.
Rajveer V.

Gina G.
Julia N.
Sophia D.
Julianna O.

From the French Department
As the winter season is upon us, we would like to inform
you that we will be celebrating “Le Carnaval d’Hiver” on
Tuesday February 9th. The students will be enjoying
pancakes in the morning, followed by a fun filled
afternoon consisting of decorating masks, making a
Bonhomme de neige (snowman) and viewing a cultural
video on Carnaval. This event will be a wonderful
experience in an atmosphere of fun, togetherness and
culture. We encourage both our staff and students to
wear their favourite hats (tuques) and scarves. Rions,
chantons, c’est le Carnaval!

Monthly Award
CHRISTIAN

EFFORT

ACADEMIC

Mrs. Hickey

Reese K.

Cole W.

Megan D.

Mrs. McFadden

Liem D.

Owen R.

Alexa F.

Mrs. Malatesta

Jackson W.

Aidan B.

Nevaeh H.

Mrs. DiFilippo

Sofia A.

Alexander H.

Gavin D.

Mrs. Caliri

Rylan P.

Luke B.

Lucas D.

Mr. Sebben

Sofia D.

Jayden P.

Christian C.

Mrs. Cole

Ava W.

Gina G.

Ava L.

Mr. Jovanovic

Marco C.

Emma G.

Mitchell F.

Monsieur Fragomeni

Silvia K.

Jaime T.

Francesca C.

Madame Ponte

French Award: Cooper W.

Pay for Student Items Online!
Parents now have the convenience of paying for school trips, food days, and other items
online.
After registering for School Cash Online, you will receive emails notifying you of school trips,
events, activities, and other items available for purchase online.

Credit card payments are now accepted.
Payments will still continue to be accepted by cheque and cash.
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Parents please register!
Here’s how:
Step 1:

Go to this website: https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com

Step 2:

Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps

Step 3:

After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ option,
sign in and add each of your children to your household account.
Thank you parents

RE: INCLEMENT WEATHER—SCHOOL CLOSURE
Dear Parents/Guardians:
When schools are closed or buses cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, details will be announced on the
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board website (www.hwcdsb.ca) and Hamilton-Wentworth Student
Transportation Services website (www.hamiltonschoolbus.ca/public v2/index.aspx) as well as the following Hamilton
and area media outlets:
900 CHML / VINYL 95.3 / Y108 FM
CKOC 1150 / K-Lite 102.9 FM / CHAM 820
CHCH TV Morning Live (Channel 11)
CBC Hamilton www.cbc.ca/hamilton
The Hamilton Spectator www.thespec.com
Twitter https://twitter.com/HWCDSB
Facebook www.facebook.com
Schools closures and bus cancellations will be posted on the HWCDSB and HWSTS websites and communicated to the
local media by 7:00 a.m., whenever possible. If schools close early, the information will be posted on the HWCDSB and
HWSTS websites and sent to the media for dissemination. In addition, each school will initiate its own procedures for
notifying parents of early closures due to inclement weather.
We ask parents/guardians to take notice of the following guidelines:
 In the event of impending severe weather conditions, parents should consider the safety of their children in
deciding whether or not to send them to school;
 Parents should stay tuned to Hamilton and area radio stations for weather reports and school board
announcements;
 Parents who, in spite of bus cancellation, drive their children to school, should ensure that their children can
get into the school and will be required to make the necessary arrangements for the safe return home of their
children at the end of the day or in the event of an early closure. Buses which do not run in the morning will
not run for the rest of the day;
 Phone calls to the school during severe weather conditions are to be made only in the case of extreme
emergency;
 Parents shall be requested to provide the school with the name and telephone number of a neighbour
alternate, (someone who lives in close proximity to the home) who would be willing to act on their behalf in
the event that they cannot be reached.
Thank you for your assistance.
Yours truly,
Mr. Hansen
Director of Education

ADOPTION AND
FOSTERING
Do you have room in your home for one more?

Adoption and Fostering Information Night
Please join us to hear about the process.
Tuesday, February 9, 2016—7:00 pm
Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary School
127 Gray Rd, Stoney Creek
For more information, or to register, please call:
(905) 525-2012
Julie at ext. 3280 for Fostering
Jocelyn at ext. 3125 for Adoption
Visit our website at www.hamiltonccas.on.ca

MARCH BREAK COP CAMP 2016
Camp One - March 14th – 15th / Camp Two – March 16th-17th
9am to 4pm daily
Hamilton Police Service is hosting Cop Camp in the Central Station gymnasium, located at 155 King William St,
Hamilton. Two separate camps are divided by age: 9 & 10 year olds attend on March 14 th-15th (Mon/Tues)
and 11 & 12 year olds attend on March 16th-17th (Wed/Thurs). Children must arrive daily by 9am and must be
picked-up by a parent or guardian at 4pm sharp.
Children with an interest in policing, and children who would benefit from positive interaction with police
officers will find the camp entertaining and rewarding. Children are engaged through physical activity,
interactive lesson plans and presentations. The camp includes police presentations by K-9, Mounted Patrol
Unit and Emergency Response Unit (SWAT). Children will participate in a wide variety of fun games and basic
fitness challenges. There is a bullying component, coping with peer pressure, and bicycle safety is also
covered.
Both camps are filled on a “first come, first serve basis.” Parents MUST complete ALL 3 forms (Registration
Form, Waiver Form & Photo/Video Release Form) AND submit payment ($15.00 cheque) to be officially
registered. To get copies of the required registration documents please contact Heidi Balcomb at (905)
546-4600 or at hbalcomb@hamiltonpolice.on.ca. Thank you.
The registration deadline is Friday February 26th, 2016. Please register quickly to ensure your child’s spot at
the camp (maximum 40 children per camp). Additional instructions are on the forms.
The cost is $15 per child, which includes a camp T-shirt, morning & afternoon snacks, prizes and a pizza
luncheon on the final day (second day) of camp. Campers are responsible for their own lunch on the first day
of camp.

Questions may be direct to:
Sgt. Barry Mungar
Crime Prevention Coordinator – Hamilton Police Service
(905) 546-4903

