St. James the Apostle
Catholic Elementary School
Trustees: Mr. P. DiFrancesco & Mrs. M. Nardini
Superintendent: Mr. C. Ciapanna
School Secretary: Mrs. P. Ferrari
Principal of Bishop Ryan: Mr. E. Picconi
Pastor of Our Lady of Assumption Parish: Father D. Wilhelm
Mass Times: Saturday @ 5:00 pm Sunday @ 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 am

Principal: Mr. M. De Angelis

We are a proud feeder school of Bishop Ryan Catholic Secondary School

APRIL 2016
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
Psalm 105: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9

Principal’s Message,
On Sunday, March 27 we celebrated the Holy Feast of Easter and we entered a time of new beginnings. Through the
resurrection of Jesus we are given new hope in our daily lives and the great opportunity of eternity in Heaven. We
give thanks and praise to Jesus for the fullness of new life and the opportunity to share this joy with others on a daily
basis. Spring has also arrived where we witness the blossoming of new life all around us, and it provides us further
time and opportunity to pray for the many blessings that have been bestowed to us. On April 28, we will celebrate
the 40th Anniversary of our school. St. James the Apostle Catholic Elementary School has been a cornerstone of
Catholic education for four decades on Stoney Creek Mountain. Please plan to join us on this joyous event.
Yours in Catholic Education,
Mr. M. De Angelis
Principal

Catholic Education Week

FDK
REGISTRATIONS
2016

Catholic Education Week 2016 combines both the
theme of mercy and the act of opening doors of
reconciliation, mercy, and forgiveness to all around us.

“Mercy that Rejoices”
Pope Francis on the Message of Mercy that Rejoices
Rejoice in the Lord always. I’ll say it again, Rejoice in
the Lord always.
We must avoid falling into apathy, a habit with a fatal
consequence; our hearts go numb. Christians should
live out their joyful faith by proclaiming the gospel to
the entire world – by going out to the highways – and
by sharing the good news without judgement or
condescension.
Jesus would not provide a short list of who is or who is
not worthy of receiving his presence.

Registration for September 2016 will take place on an
on-going basis starting February 2016. Parents are
asked to call the school at 905-560-2700 to make an
appointment to register their child.
JK--child must be 4 years of age by December 31, 2016
K---child must be 5 years of age by December 31, 2016
The following pieces of information must be
submitted to register your child--Baptismal Certificate,
Birth Certificate, Immunization Record and proof of
residence within this community.
WELCOME TO ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

~Pope Francis’ Homily at the Canonization Mass of St. Junipero Serra,
Washington, D.C., September 23, 2015

Mercy that Rejoices is one of the sub themes of
Catholic Education Week which will be held from May
1-6, 2016.

ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY—Thurs. April 28, 2016
Events for this day

First Holy Communion
May our prayers be with the Grade 2
students who will be receiving their First
Holy Communion on Sunday, April 17 at
1:30 and 3:30 p.m. God Bless!



Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption Parish at
10:00 a.m.—all students will be bussed over, all
parents are invited



French Café for all classes from 12:30-until 2:30
p.m.; a schedule will be sent home



French Café will open be open until 5:00 p.m.
for those wishing to attend after 3:00 p.m.



Book Fair



A “Memory Lane” display in the Library with
past yearbooks and artifacts of the school

ANAPHYLAXIS
St. James the Apostle is a place where all children feel
safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure the
safety and well-being of all children, please note
below important information from Anaphylaxis
Canada:





Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is
rapid in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction
can occur within minutes of exposure to an
allergen (a substance capable of causing an allergic
reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause
severe reactions when eaten. This may happen if a
person at risk touches an allergenic substance and
then subsequently touches the mouth. Even a very
small amount ‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to a
serving utensil has the potential to cause a severe
allergic reaction. Direct ingestion of an allergycausing food poses the greatest risk for people with
food allergies.

MOBILE DIGITAL DEVICES
Please refrain from having your child bring mobile digital
devices to school such as laptops, personal electronic audio,
video and photographic and telecommunication devices
unless the teacher deems the use of the devices
appropriate for educational purposes. These devices are
only to be used under teacher supervision. As per Board
Policy: “Cell phones and other personal mobile devices must
not interfere with the instructional environment. However,
the teacher may deem the use of mobile digital devices
appropriate for educational purposes.” Cell phones must be
turned off during the school day. If your child needs to use a
phone for an emergency situation, the office phone is
available. The Board assumes no responsibility for the
safety and security, loss recovery, repair or replacement of
mobile digital devices. The storage of these devices is the
sole responsibility of the owner/user.
If mobile digital devices such as cell phones
disrupt classroom instruction, they may be
taken away and returned to the student or
parent after the instructional day.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to
the guidelines below is most appreciated:






There are students at this school who are allergic
to the following foods and items: peanuts, all tree
nuts and mangos.
Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a
classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens
into the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands
before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food, food
utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food
products into the school; with permission, nonfood items are permitted for various celebrations
and special events and activities.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
Spirit Day—The

St. James

the Apostle community has
almost reached our goal of
$500.00 for the Run4 Change
program,
therefore,
the
students may bring in a loonie
to celebrate an awareness of Earth Day, Friday, April
22nd, and instead of wearing their uniform they may
come to school in spring or earth colours.

SUB DAY
The next Sub Day will be on Monday, April 18th. Order
forms will go home on Wednesday, April 6th. Please do
not forget to send in your order form to the school if
you are paying on line.
Thank you for your
cooperation.

Primary News
God Bless the grade 2 classes that will be making their
First Holy Communion on Sunday, April 17th at Our Lady
of the Assumption Parish at 1:30 p.m. or at 3:30.p.m.

APRIL 26, 27 & 28
St. James Elementary School will be hosting their Book
Fair. We invite your family to participate by purchasing
the latest children’s books. Books do make a great gift
and also help to develop reading skills which are very
important in our society.
Dates and times are as follows:
Tuesday, April 26—8:40-9:40
9:55-11:15
12:15-1:25
1:40-3:00
Wednesday, April 27—8:40-9:40
9:55-11:15
12:15-1:25
1:40-3:00
Thursday, April 28—8:40-9:40
9:55-11:15
12:15-1:25
1:40-5:00
We look forward to seeing you during our Book Fair
and thank you in advance for supporting our events
and believing in books and the importance reading
has for your child’s future.

Please contact the church or the school if you are
unsure of the time of your child's First Holy
Communion.
Students continue to problem solve in Math using their
strategies taught to meet with success.
Please continue to read with your child when the Home
Reading books come home.

Junior News
The junior students participated in a presentation
aimed at raising awareness about brain function and
safety. “Always wear a helmet!” is the catch phrase
that all students took away.
The Grade 4’s are getting excited about their upcoming
trip to the Ancaster Fair Grounds where they will learn
all about where our food comes from.
The Grade 5’s enjoyed a trip to the Hamilton re-cycling
centre where they learned all about the blue box and
green cart programs.

FDK News
Spring is in the air and our students are excited to be
exploring a variety of "cycles" this season. The life
and death of Jesus at Easter began our season and we
will continue to learn about cycles and how they go
around from beginning to end. We will be
investigating the life cycles of many Springtime insects and animals; we will also explore water
cycles as they relate to the weather.
Our Take Home Reading Program will be starting for
the SK students this month as they build their word
recognition and familiarity. In math we will continue
working on solving math problems using different
strategies. HAPPY SPRING!

Intermediate News
Grade 6/7—Our April Literacy focus is on Making
Inferences. This will be especially important for the
Grade 6’s as it will help prepare them for the EQAO test
next month. Students have, and will continue to be,
exposed to a variety of sample EQAO reading
comprehension questions. In Numeracy, students have
been using the Problem Solving Model to deconstruct
and solve multi-step equations. This month, we will
begin our exploration of Geometry and Spatial Sense.
Specifically, students will be learning to classify and
construct polygons and angles, and how to complete
transformations.

The Grade 7 students have started their Saints project
which is the beginning stage of their Confirmation Unit.
Confirmation is on May 20th. Saints projects are due
May 16th.
Both the grade 7 and 8 students in Mr. Jovanovic’s
class will be starting a fitness unit for physical
education for 6 weeks. The students will graph their
results and hopefully show an improvement in their
personal fitness.
The Grade 7 and 8 students in Mr. Jovanovic’s class will
be starting their culminating English assignment.
Important dates have gone home to keep parents
informed. Due May 10th.
Graduation is soon approaching (June 23) and
information will be distributed to the students
informing you on the breakdown of this wonderful day.

PARENTING TIP
Pope Francis, in his book, The Name of God is Mercy,
writes that “the family is the first school for children, it
is the unwavering reference point for the young it is
there that we have been loved and learn to love, have
been forgiven and learn to forgive.” As parents our role
is to teach with love, to raise children of faith and to
teach the ways of mercy. Parents allow, elicit, or
maintain behaviours by their response to their
children’s actions. A child’s future ability to thrive
depends on parents taking the time to create habits
and behaviours that will lead to success. Schools of
love provide support, love and discipline to help their
children grow.
(From: Teresa Hartnett, Family Ministry Office, 905-528-7988 ext. 2250)

The Grade 8’s will be attending Camp Brebeuf from
May 11-13.

Catholic School Council News

SPORTS NEWS

The amount of $4,634.35 was raised from our World’s
Finest fundraiser. Thank you to those who supported
our fundraiser.

The Spring cross-country
meet will take place on
Monday, May 9th at
Marydale Park.

Purchasing Gently Used Uniforms
If you would like to purchase gently used uniform
pieces for your child, please contact the school. Each
article of clothing will cost $5 and as per tradition all
proceeds will go towards grade 8 graduation. If you
would like to donate any articles of clothing, please
drop them off at the office or to Mr. Jovanovic, the
grade 8 teacher.

The money will go towards year-end trips, defraying
the cost of agendas, special in-school presentations,
Play Day and buying school athletic jerseys.
The James Catholic School Council invites you to an
informative evening with Teresa Hartnett, Director of
the Family Ministry Office for the Diocese of Hamilton.
The topic she will be discussing is: Survival Skills for
Healthy Families. It will begin at 6:45 and child minding
will be provided. Further information will soon follow.
Our next Catholic School Council meeting will be on
Monday, May 16, 2016 at 6:45 p.m.

E.Q.A.O.
Primary Division and Junior Division
Assessments of reading, Writing and
Mathematics will be held on May
25-June 8, 2016.

Monthly Awards
Christian

Effort

Academic

Mrs. Hickey

Kayleigh W.

Zachary C.

Chloe A.

Mrs. McFadden

Alex M.

Brayden W.

Kaya F.

Mrs. Malatesta

Nadiyah F.

Vincent P.

Ayomide O.

Mrs. DiFilippo

Taliyah G.

Natalie M.

Joseph Z.

Mrs. Caliri

Haiden T.

Luc L.

Rylan P.

Mr. Sebben

Matthew J.

Adriana A.

Alex C.

Mrs. Cole

Kayla P.

Elizabeth W.

Trinity D.

Mr. Jovanovic

Katarina J.

Marvelous U.

Olivia M.

Monsieur Fragomeni

Raghul R.

Sebastian D.

Ella M.

