St. James the Apostle
Catholic Elementary School
Trustees: Mr. P. DiFrancesco & Mrs. M. Nardini
Superintendent: Mr. C. Ciapanna
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Principal of Bishop Ryan: Mr. E. Picconi
Pastor of Our Lady of Assumption Parish: Father D. Wilhelm
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Principal: Mr. M. De Angelis

We are a proud feeder school of Bishop Ryan Catholic Secondary School

MAY 2016
The LORD speaks of peace to his people.
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
For he will speak peace to his people,
To his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts;
Surely his salvation is a t hand for those who fear him,
That his glory may dwell in our land,
The LORD speaks of peace to his people.
Psalm 85:8-9, 10-11, 12-13

Principal’s Message,
The month of May begins with Catholic Education Week from May 1-May 6, 2016 where the Catholic community of
Ontario engages in a week-long celebration of the unique identity and distinctive contributions of Catholic
education. With your help, support and prayers, may this gift we call Catholic Education continue to serve future
generations. This year’s theme for Catholic Education Week is, “Opening Doors of Mercy.”
This month also promises to be busy and exciting. Some other events throughout May are the Director’s Awards of
Excellence on May 3, the Volunteer Tea/Luncheon on Thursday, May 5, a guest speaker, Teresa Hartnett on the
evening of May 5 at 6:45 p.m., C.Y.O. Cross Country on Monday, May 9, and the Marian Mass/Year End Mass on
May 19. E.Q.A.O. begins on Monday, May 25 and ends on Wednesday, June 8.
In honour of Mary, at school we will pray a “Hail Mary” on a daily basis. As a family, please take time to honour
Mary though prayer and good deeds.
On April 28, the school celebrated its 40th Anniversary; a special thank you to all who planned and supported this
wonderful event, may St. James the Apostle Catholic School continue to serve Stoney Creek Mountain for many
more decades!
Yours in Catholic Education,
Mr. M. De Angelis
Principal

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK
Each year the Catholic community of Ontario engages
in a week-long celebration of the unique identity and
distinctive contributions of Catholic education during
Catholic Education Week.

Thursday, May 5—Volunteer Tea/Luncheon at 11:15 in
Library.
Guest Speak, Teresa Hartnett at 6:45 p.m. in
gymnasium.
Friday, May 6—the school will pray a decade of the
Rosary.

Catholic Education Week Prayer
God of Love and compassion,
Help us to open the door of mercy in
Our school communities, in our families and in the
world;
Let mercy guide our living and bring us closer to the
heart of the gospel.
May we love as Jesus with mercy that welcomes, love,
forgives and calls us to live the gospel joyfully.
Amen
This year’s celebration entitled “Catholic Education:
Opening Doors of Mercy” is scheduled for the week of
May 1—May 6, 2016. The scriptural passage that
guides our theme is: “Blessed are the merciful, for they
will receive mercy.” Matthew 5:7
The following are the five sub-themes of Catholic
Education Week.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Monday—Mercy that Welcomes
Tuesday—Mercy that Loves
Wednesday—Mercy that Forgives
Thursday—Mercy that Lives the Gospel
Friday—Mercy that Rejoices

Monday, May 2—thirty students from our school will
participate in the opening Mass at Cathedral High
School.
Primary Division Prayer Service at 8:45 a.m. in the gym.
All are welcome.
Tuesday, May 3—Director’s Awards of Excellence for
Students well be given out at 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 4—Scripture Reading at Bishop Ryan
High School at 7:00 p.m.

FOOD DRIVE
A food drive will be held for the Wilma’s Place
throughout Catholic Education Week.

First Holy Communion
Congratulations to our Grade 2 students who
received their First Holy Communion on
Sunday, April 17, 2016. God bless all of you!

MARIAN MASS/YEAR END MASS
On Thursday, May 19, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. in
the gymnasium we honour Mary with the
May Crowning. This is also our Year-End
Mass of Thanksgiving. All parents are
invited to attend. Donations of flowers for
this day are greatly appreciated.

SEPTEMBER 2016 PLACEMENTS
FDK
FDK
Gr. 1
Gr. 2/3
Gr. 3/4
Gr. 4/5
Gr. 6/7
Gr. 7/8
This organization may change in September and up
until the end of October. If you have any concerns
/requests about placements, please contact Mr. De
Angelis by June 13.

FDK
REGISTRATIONS
2016
Registration for September 2016 will take place on an
on-going basis starting February 2016. Parents are
asked to call the school at 905-560-2700 to make an
appointment to register their child.
JK--child must be 4 years of age by December 31, 2016
K---child must be 5 years of age by December 31, 2016

ANAPHYLAXIS
St. James the Apostle is a place where all children feel
safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure the
safety and well-being of all children, please note
below important information from Anaphylaxis
Canada:





The following pieces of information must be
submitted to register your child--Baptismal Certificate,
Birth Certificate, Immunization Record and proof of
residence within this community.
WELCOME TO ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Director’s Awards of Excellence
Congratulations to the following students as recipients
of this year’s Director’s Awards. They will receive their
awards on May 3rd, at 1:00 at the Catholic Education
Centre.
Catholic School Mission/Vision Award—
Jaime T.
Academic Excellence Award—
Marko V.
Excellent Effort in the Pursuit of Learning Award—
Adriana A.
Stewardship of Creation: Environmental Award—
Vince O.
Arts—Ella M.
French as a Second Language—Madelene L.
Health & Physical Education—Matthew J.
Language—Anthony M.
Mathematics—Francesca C.
Religion & Family Life—Morgan L.
Science/Technology—Ben A.
Social Studies/History/Geography—Nathan N.

Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is
rapid in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction
can occur within minutes of exposure to an
allergen (a substance capable of causing an allergic
reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause
severe reactions when eaten. This may happen if a
person at risk touches an allergenic substance and
then subsequently touches the mouth. Even a very
small amount ‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to a
serving utensil has the potential to cause a severe
allergic reaction. Direct ingestion of an allergycausing food poses the greatest risk for people with
food allergies.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to
the guidelines below is most appreciated:






There are students at this school who are allergic
to the following foods and items: peanuts, all tree
nuts and mangos.
Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a
classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens
into the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands
before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food, food
utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food
products into the school; with permission, nonfood items are permitted for various celebrations
and special events and activities.

E.Q.A.O.

JUNIOR MATH CHALLENGE

The Education Quality and Accountability Office
Assessments in Reading, Writing and Mathematics will
be administered to the grade 3 & grade 6 students this
year. At St. James Catholic School these assessments
will take place on various days from May 25-June 8,
2016.

Congratulations to our students who participated in the
Junior Math Challenge at Bishop Ryan on Saturday,
April 30th.
Gr. 4—Mia S., Dante B.
Gr. 5—Adriana A., Nathan N.
Gr. 6—Carlina C., Matthew J.
Thank you to Mrs. Cole for overseeing this event.

ECO TEAM NEWS
The ECO Team along with the
FDK students will begin to work
in the school’s garden. We wish
them the best of luck! Thank
you to all for their perseverance
with our recycling program as we
continue to strive for excellence
in environmental stewardship.
We also received a free tree from the City of Hamilton
in honour of our 40th anniversary.

There will be a draw for all families registered with
Cash on line on June 1. The winner will receive a $50
gift certificate to Home Depot. If you have not done
so please register for Cash on Line to be part of this
draw. Cash on Line is a more efficient way of paying
for your children’s school activities. PLEASE REGISTER
TODAY!

CHESS

RUN4CHANGE

The
following
students
represented St. James at the 39th
HWCDSB Chess Tournament on
April 26 at Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta School. Congratulations
to all of them and thank you to
Mr. Fragomeni for overseeing the team.
students from the Board participated.

Over 150

The following students represented our school:
Grade 3—Michael S.
Grade 4—Mia H.
Grade 5—Jayden P.
Grade 6—Gina G
Grade 8—Trinity D.

SCHOOL CASH ON LINE

Thank you to the St. James community for supporting
the Run4Change program. The school reached their
goal of $500 due to your generous donations. The run
will take place on Wednesday, May 18th at the
Bayfront. Each grade from grades 3-8 will send 5
students to represent their grade on that day.
Permission forms will be distributed in the first week
of May.

SUB DAY
Our last sub day for this year will be on Monday, May
16th. Forms will be distributed on Wednesday, May
4th. The St. James Apostles would like to thank
everyone who participated in sub days this year and
look forward to the coming year. God bless our
wonderful school community.

FRENCH CAFE

JUNIOR NEWS

Our French Café took place on
Thursday, April 28th. Thanks to our
wonderful parent community for
their support and donations. Your
generosity was overwhelming. A
warm thank you to all volunteers
who gave of their time to help make
this day run smoothly. A good time
was had by all. Merci beaucoup!

The grade 4’s finished up with their pulleys and gears
unit and will end the year learning about light and
sound.
The grade 5’s successfully completed their science unit
on structures and forces. The Bridges they built were
on display in the Library during our 40th Anniversary
celebration.

FDK NEWS
The FDK classes are focusing on Mothers in the month
of May. We will be learning the Hail Mary prayer and
how to use a Rosary to pray to Mother Mary. We have
a trip to Puddicombe Farms Friday, May 20th to learn
about Spring on the Farm, more details will follow. The
SK's in our class are being encouraged to participate in
the Home Reading program to build fluency and
accuracy in their reading.

PRIMARY NEWS
Congratulations to the Grade 2 students on their First
Holy Communion. God Bless them on their spiritual
journey.
The Grade 2 class along with the confirmandi will be
participating in the May Crowning on May 19th at 9:30
a.m. Parents are welcomed to attend. Flower
arrangements are welcomed to adorn the statue of
Mary.
The Grade 3 students have been working very hard in
preparation for EQAO. The EQAO assessments will take
place from Wednesday, May 25-June 8. It is very
important to have all students in full attendance,
please do not schedule any medical or dental
appointments during this time. Thank you for your
continued cooperation and support.
In the month of May we would like to wish all mothers
a most joyous Mother’s Day!

Overall, it’s been a great year in science for both
grades—way to go students.

INTERMEDIATE NEWS
Congratulations to the students who will represent St.
James at the Scripture Reading contest:
Marko V., Jaime T., Ciera M., Trinity D.
Grade 6/7—Our May Literacy focus is on Summarizing.
Students will also begin a writing unit on Non-Fiction
Recount. In Numeracy, students will continue to
investigate Geometry and Spatial Sense. Specifically,
we are learning to complete multi-step transformations
(translation, reflection and rotation) of 2-D shapes.
Upon completion, students will return to Measurement
with an exploration of surface area and volume. May is
undoubtedly a busy month for all of us!
Grade 6 students will begin writing their EQAO
Assessment on Wednesday, May 25th.
Please note the grade 6/7 class and Mr. Jovanovic’s
grade 7, year-end trip to Clifton Hill in Niagara Falls has
been booked for Tuesday, June 21st, details to follow.
The Grade 7’s have been working hard to prepare for
the Sacrament of Confirmation, which takes place on
Friday, May 20th. Projects are due May 16th.
Grade 8—Just a reminder to parents that graduation
information went home about two weeks ago and this
year’s graduation will take place on June 23rd beginning
at 5:30pm. The evening will break down as follows:
Para-liturgy, awards presentation, dinner and dance
(graduates only) will take place at St. Naums Church
Hall.

For those students who will be attending Bishop Ryan
High School, busing, timetables and locker assignments
will be distributed towards the end of August by mail.
Do not forget to order school uniforms by visiting
McCarthys on Nebo Rd. in the beginning of August.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Our next Catholic School Council meeting will be on
Monday, May 16, 2016 at 6:45 p.m. in the school staff
room. All are welcome.

The Grade 8’s are going to Wonderland on June 20th as
their year -end trip.

The amount of $4,634.35 was raised from our World’s
Finest fundraiser; many thanks to those who supported
our fundraiser. The money will be used for year-end
trips, purchasing of agendas, Pancake Tuesday, Play
Day and special events and school jerseys.

SPORTS NEWS

MOBILE DIGITAL DEVICES

Camp Brebeuf for the grade 8’s will take place from
May 11-13.

The spring cross-country meet will take place on
Monday, May 9th at Marydale Park.
Mr. Jovanovic will be coaching this years’ track and
field team. The meet will take place on June 7th at
Mohawk Sports Complex, further information to follow.
We are looking for 2 volunteers with updated police
background checks to help work at the meet on our
school day. Please contact Mr. De Angelis.
Good luck to St. James wrestling team as they head to
Bishop Ryan High School on May 18th to defend their
title.

Please refrain from having your child bring mobile digital
devices to school such as laptops, personal electronic audio,
video and photographic and telecommunication devices
unless the teacher deems the use of the devices
appropriate for educational purposes. These devices are
only to be used under teacher supervision. As per Board
Policy: “Cell phones and other personal mobile devices must
not interfere with the instructional environment. However,
the teacher may deem the use of mobile digital devices
appropriate for educational purposes.” Cell phones must be
turned off during the school day. If your child needs to use a
phone for an emergency situation, the office phone is
available. The Board assumes no responsibility for the
safety and security, loss recovery, repair or replacement of
mobile digital devices. The storage of these devices is the
sole responsibility of the owner/user.
If mobile digital devices such as cell phones
disrupt classroom instruction, they may be
taken away and returned to the student or
parent after the instructional day.

PURCHASING GENTLY USED
UNIFORMS
If you would like to purchase gently used uniform
pieces for your child, please contact the school. Each
article of clothing will cost $5 and as per tradition all
proceeds will go towards grade 8 graduation. If you
would like to donate any articles of clothing, please
drop them off at the office or to Mr. Jovanovic, the
grade 8 teacher.

Survival Skills for Healthy
Families!

Who:
When:
Where:

All parents and caregivers are welcome!
Thursday, May 5th, @ 6:45 pm.
St. James the Apostle Catholic School
29 John Murray St, Stoney Creek

Why: Healthy children come from healthy families. In healthy families each member is
an individual, but also knows they belong. When parents serve as models and
leaders, time together is both productive and fun. Come and share an evening of
fun and thought provoking information to help you survive the busy parenting
years!

Presented by: Teresa Hartnett (Director, Office for Family Ministry, Diocese of Hamilton)
Please RSVP by Friday, April 29, 2016
Contact Mrs. Ferrari by email at ferrarip@hwcdsb.ca
CHILD MINDING IS AVAILABLE
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

Hosted by St. James the Apostle Catholic School Council at no charge in
order to support families to grow strong!

Monthly Awards
Christian

Effort

Academic

Nyomi A.

Valor V.

Alessandra A.

Mrs. Malatesta

Lauren M.

Nikki S.

Sophia F.

Mrs. DiFilippo

Lily G.

Noah H.

Noah M.

Mrs. Caliri

Dante B.

Erica L.

Aiden N-P

Mr. Sebben

Isabella S.

Rita Y.

Anthony M.

Mrs. Cole

Joselin C.

Ephraim U.

Sean U.

Mr. Jovanovic

Joshua P.

Simon M.

Jorrin L.

Monsieur Fragomeni

Marko V.

Simon M.

Julia D.

Mrs. Hickey
Mrs. McFadden

Newly Integrated Dental Program Makes It Easier to Access Services
More than 323,000 children from low-income families are getting free dental care through the new Healthy
Smiles Ontario program. Under the expanded program, Ontario is providing free dental care to help families
raise healthier kids. Children from low-income families can access free preventive, routine, emergency and
essential care from licensed dental providers.
Ontario has integrated six publicly funded dental programs into one, providing a simplified enrolment process
and making it easier for eligible children to get the care they need. These changes also mean that 70,000
more children from low-income families have become eligible for free dental services.
Applicants can now sign up for this program online:
www.ontario.ca/healthysmiles
They can also contact their local public health unit for information and support.
Research demonstrates that untreated oral health problems can affect a child's ability to eat, sleep and
concentrate in school, which can impact their growth and development. The new Healthy Smiles Ontario
program is part of Ontario's Poverty Reduction Strategy commitment to build community capacity to deliver
oral health prevention and treatment services to children and youth from low-income families in Ontario.
Investing in dental care for children and youth is part of the government's plan to build a better Ontario
through its Patients First: Action Plan for Health Care, which provides patients with faster access to the right
care; better home and community care; the information they need to live healthy; and a health care system
that is sustainable for generations to come.
If you have additional questions please contact:
Hamilton. Public Health Services - 110 King St - Dental Services
Phone Numbers: 905-546-2424 Ext 3789
Email: dentalclinic@hamilton.ca
For public inquiries call ServiceOntario, INFOline
(Toll-free in Ontario only) 1-866-532-3161
ontario.ca/health-news

