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FEBRUARY 2017
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul.
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3B-4, 5, 6

Principal’s Message,
Welcome to February. The students and staff have begun a new school term and report cards will be going
home on Tuesday, February 15, 2017. Students are always encouraged to try their very best in all academic
tasks and to strive for excellence. Our sports teams continue to do well in C.Y. O. basketball and volleyball and
we wish them the best of luck. We will also begin to prepare for Lent which starts with Ash Wednesday on
March 1 with a Liturgy and a non-perishable food drive. Let us be thankful for all our blessings, and may peace
and harmony be with all our families during the month of February.
Yours in Catholic Education,
Mr. M. De Angelis
Principal

Catholic Education Week
Catholic Education Week 2017 combines both the
theme of mercy and the act of opening doors of
reconciliation, mercy, and forgiveness to all around
us.
Each month a prayer will be placed in the
newsletter reflecting one of the five sub-themes of
Catholic Education Week.

“Walking Forward Together with Others”
God our Father,
Your Son Jesus came to teach us that we should love
one another as brothers and sisters and see your
face in every person we meet.
Many times, people do not respect the traditions of
others, oppress and despise their identity, because
they are different.
++

I ask you to touch the hearts of leaders, to respect
Indigenous peoples.
Let us take the opportunity to thank our Indigenous
peoples for being the stewards of the sacred land on
which we stand.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FDK
Registrations 2016

Registration for September 2017 will take place on
an on-going basis starting February 2017. There is a
scheduled half day Monday, February 13 from 9:00
to 11:20 a.m. Parents are asked to call the school
at 905-560-2700 to make an appointment to
register their child.
JK--child must be 4 years of age by December 31,
2017
K---child must be 5 years of age by December 31,
2017
The following pieces of information must be
submitted to register your child--Baptismal
Certificate, Birth Certificate, Immunization Record
and proof of residence within this community.
WELCOME TO ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Black History Month
February is Black History Month. During the month,
our Library will have displays of books noting the
achievements and contributions by AfricanCanadians to Canadian society.

(This prayer is taken from the sub theme of Catholic
Education Week: Walking Forward Together)

Wear Yellow Day—Winter Walk
Don’t Hibernate…Participate!
Wear Yellow Day—Winter Walk
Wednesday, February 1st
Let’s show the world that
Hamilton cares about the
environment and our health!

February: Celebrating Friendship at
St. James the Apostle
CAKE RAFFLE
The St. James the Apostles are
having their annual Valentine Cake
Raffle on Tuesday, February 14th.
The tickets are 1 for $1.00 and 3 for
$2.00. Tickets will go on sale on February 3 rd until
February 13th. In order for this raffle to be a success,
donations of cakes, cupcakes or cookies will be greatly
appreciated. Please donate only items displays the
peanut free sticker and made in a nut free facility.
Please submit donations forms to Mrs. Brown by
Friday, February 10th. Please bring in all cakes Tuesday
morning (Feb. 14) to the stage. Thank you for your
cooperation and generosity.

prayer. We are looking forward to seeing all
members and some new additions Practices are
every Thursday evening 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. at the
church. Sunday mass celebration for this choir is at
the 10:00 a.m. weekly. Please contact Rosanna
Faccio-Polimeni atr_facciopolimeni@hotmail.com or
(905)902-4108 for more information

Family Day
Family Day is Monday, February 20, 2017. Have a
wonderful day.

Report Cards
Report cards will be going home on Wednesday,
February 15, 2017.

Pancake Tuesday
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 is Pancake
Tuesday. Students will be provided
with pancakes on this day. There will
be no charge to the students. The
pancakes and milk will be provided by
the school and Catholic School
Council. If you are interested in
volunteering for this event, please
contact the school.
The holy season of Lent begins on Wednesday,
March 1 and ends on Wednesday, March 12, 2017.
Ash Wednesday Liturgy will be at 1:00 p.m. All are
welcome to attend.

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
LOOKING FOR FUN!
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Please consider the gift of song as your contribution
to our parish. Do you have a special talent whether
it be vocals, an instrument etc.? New members are
ALWAYS welcome and appreciated. Come join us
and help us make beautiful music and sing in

School Cash Online
The school is promoting on-line payment of school
events.
School Cash Online provides this
opportunity. Payments can be made on-line on a
secure site. School Cash also offers the opportunity
to pay by credit card. We highly encourage that
payment for our chocolate fundraiser be made on
line through School Cash Online.

Anaphylaxis
St. James the Apostle is a place where all children
feel safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure
the safety and well-being of all children, please
note below important information from
Anaphylaxis Canada:



Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is
rapid in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction
can occur within minutes of exposure to an



allergen (a substance capable of causing an
allergic reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause
severe reactions when eaten. This may happen
if a person at risk touches an allergenic
substance and then subsequently touches the
mouth. Even a very small amount ‘hidden’ in a
food or transferred to a serving utensil has the
potential to cause a severe allergic reaction.
Direct ingestion of an allergy-causing food poses
the greatest risk for people with food allergies.

our primary concern.
Please discuss
seriousness of throwing snow with your child.

the

Weather
Please listen to local radio stations or
watch the local television station for
school closures during these winter
months. Remember to listen for “The
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board”
closure announcements.

Winter Wear

Cooperation from parent and guardians in
adhering to the guidelines below is most
appreciated:







There are students at this school who are
allergic to the following foods and items:
peanuts, all tree nuts and mangos.
Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a
classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens
into the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands
before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food,
food utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food
products into the school; with permission, nonfood items are permitted for various
celebrations and special events and activities.

Snow Throwing
There is perhaps no other
activity that has the
potential to cause serious
injury
as
throwing
snow/snowballs. Particles
of ice, grit or stones can be imbedded in the snow
without the person’s knowledge and could result in
head or eye injuries. Snow throwing will not be
permitted at St. James the Apostle School. Safety is

A reminder that students are
asked to have indoor shoes to
wear in school during the winter
months. Indoor shoes allow for
the feet to stay warm and dry
while helping prevent slippery conditions that boots
cause. Also, please send your child with labelled
hats, mittens, scarves etc. for the winter weather.
It is important for your child to comfortable and
warm for his/her own well being. Thank you in
advance for your cooperation.

Reconciliation, First
Communion and
Confirmation
First Reconciliation Celebration
Saturday, March 4, 2017 at 1:00 p.m.
First Communion
Sunday, April 30 at 11:30 p.m.
Confirmation Information
Confirmation Enrollment Ceremony:
Students are asked to attend any of the Masses on
the weekend of February 25 and 26, 2017.
(Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.
or 11:30 a.m.)
Confirmation for our grade 7 students will be on
Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

Catholic School Council

Our next Catholic School Council meeting will be on
Monday, March 6, 2017 at6:45 p.m.
On February 9 until February 28, 2017 the Catholic
School Council will be hosting a major fundraiser.
We will be selling a peanut free variety pack from
World’s Finest Chocolates. Each assorted box
contains a variety of chocolates and each item will
sell for $3.00. The funds will help subsidize class
trips and special events such as defraying the cost
of agendas, Pancake Tuesday, special in school
presentations and Play Day.

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre
Please come and visit our Parenting and Family Literacy
Centre with your children from babies up to 6 years of
age. The Centre is part of our school and offers fun
programs that help children get ready for school. It is
FREE and NO REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
Parenting and Family Literacy Centres are school-based
programs in which parents, grandparents and caregivers
with their children participate in a range of play-based
learning activities that focus on the optimal
development of the child and the early acquisition of
literacy and numeracy skills.

can build connections. The result will be higher selfesteem for children, a greater cohesiveness in the family
unit and the desire for more time as a family. Try it, you
won’t regret it!
(From: Teresa Hartnett, Family Ministry Office, 905-5287988 ext. 2250)

FDK News
The Kindergarten students are getting back into their
routines. The Take Home Reading Program is becoming
more familiar for the second year students (SKs), as they
build their knowledge of site words and letter sounds.
The first year students (JKs) are also becoming more
comfortable with communication and interacting with
friends and teachers.
For the month of February, we will be focusing on St.
Valentines Day activities, both writing and creating, as
well as exploring the qualities of water in different states
i.e., liquid and solid (ice).
Due to the constantly changing weather and
temperature, please remember to have a complete
change of clothing in a plastic bag in your child's
backpack for any changes that may be required.

Our centre is open Monday-Friday, 8:30-12:30.

Primary News
In the month of February, the primary classes will be
celebrating Valentine's Day! Please remember that any
snacks need to be peanut free.
The Grade 3 students will be going to see “The Spirit of
Harriet Tubman” on February 17th.

Parenting Tip 95
Spending quality time together will pay great dividends
to all involved, especially our children. Time together
allows for positive interaction, the ability to learn about
each other and the chance to build strong bonds and
memories. A great starting point is a shared family meal,
but reading together, playing a board game, or working
on a puzzle together are but a few of the many ways we

Please continue to encourage your child to participate in
daily home reading. Remember that the grade 2’s will
be making their First Reconciliation on Saturday, March
4th at 1:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Assumption Parish.
Please continue reading the Preparation Booklet with
your child.

Junior News
On February 17th, the Junior Division will be going to the
Burlington Performing Arts to see “The Spirit of Harriet
Tubman.” This will be an excellent opportunity to
enhance our learning experience during Black History

month. We will also be preparing for Lent by continuing
with Christian mediation. We will continue to work in
math on our problem solving strategies with an
emphasis on key terms, use of manipulatives and
detailed explanations of our problem solving steps.

Intermediate News
Mr. Jovanovic’s class is working on their career
assignments and resumes which are due February.
Grade 7 News
Grade 7 confirmation retreat will take place on Feb.
17 at Camp Marydale. The Grade 7’s will also be
involved in a Diversity Camp at the school on
Tuesday, February 21.
Grade 8 News
The grade 8 students are preparing for the next
stage in their academic careers by selecting their
secondary school as well as their courses and levels.
The following items are due on February 15, 2017
to complete the registration:
a) Registered at Bishop Ryan through “pathways to
success” website.
b) Completion and any corrections of the large
white registration form
c) $40.00 cash. (Payment online is available)
d) Large white sheet - Teachers course level
recommendation
Once again, if you have any concerns regarding the
appropriate level please call Mr. Jovanovic.
Graduation pictures will take place on February
6/2017 at our school starting in the morning.
Teachers from Bishop Ryan High School will be
making presentations to the grade 8 class on
technology classes offered at BR on Feb. 10.

Monthly Award
CHRISTIAN

EFFORT

ACADEMIC

Mrs. McFadden

Jase N. (JK)

Aaron J. (SK)

Chase W. (JK)

Mrs. Casado

Jason Y. (JK)

Cole W. (SK)

Maya Z. (SK)

Mrs. Malatesta

Megan D.

Isabella G.

Kayleigh W.

Mrs. Ezekial

Nikki S.

Nohra Y.

Aidan L.

Mrs. O’Brien

Naya A.

Jackson W.

Sophia F.

Mrs. Caliri

Ayomide O.

Lily G.

Lucas U.

Mrs. Dagenais /Fenzl

Suzana M.

Christian C.

Adrienne P.

Mrs. Brown

Lorelei S.

Ella M.

Kohen S.

Mr. Jovanovic

Elizabeth W.

Josie C.

Trinity D.

Monsieur Fragomeni

Adrianna A

Nathan N.

Carlina C.

Pay for Student Items Online!
Parents now have the convenience of paying for school trips, food days, and other items
online.
After registering for School Cash Online, you will receive emails notifying you of school trips,
events, activities, and other items available for purchase online.

Credit card payments are now accepted.
Payments will still continue to be accepted by cheque and cash.
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Parents please register!
Here’s how:
Step 1:

Go to this website: https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com

Step 2:

Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps

Step 3:

After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ option,
sign in and add each of your children to your household account.
Thank you parents

RE: INCLEMENT WEATHER—SCHOOL CLOSURE
Dear Parents/Guardians:
When schools are closed or buses cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, details will be announced on the
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board website (www.hwcdsb.ca) and Hamilton-Wentworth Student
Transportation Services website (www.hamiltonschoolbus.ca/public v2/index.aspx) as well as the following Hamilton
and area media outlets:
900 CHML / VINYL 95.3 / Y108 FM
CKOC 1150 / K-Lite 102.9 FM / CHAM 820
CHCH TV Morning Live (Channel 11)
CBC Hamilton www.cbc.ca/hamilton
The Hamilton Spectator www.thespec.com
Twitter https://twitter.com/HWCDSB
Facebook www.facebook.com
Schools closures and bus cancellations will be posted on the HWCDSB and HWSTS websites and communicated to the
local media by 7:00 a.m., whenever possible. If schools close early, the information will be posted on the HWCDSB and
HWSTS websites and sent to the media for dissemination. In addition, each school will initiate its own procedures for
notifying parents of early closures due to inclement weather.
We ask parents/guardians to take notice of the following guidelines:
 In the event of impending severe weather conditions, parents should consider the safety of their children in
deciding whether or not to send them to school;
 Parents should stay tuned to Hamilton and area radio stations for weather reports and school board
announcements;
 Parents who, in spite of bus cancellation, drive their children to school, should ensure that their children can
get into the school and will be required to make the necessary arrangements for the safe return home of their
children at the end of the day or in the event of an early closure. Buses which do not run in the morning will
not run for the rest of the day;
 Phone calls to the school during severe weather conditions are to be made only in the case of extreme
emergency;
 Parents shall be requested to provide the school with the name and telephone number of a neighbour
alternate, (someone who lives in close proximity to the home) who would be willing to act on their behalf in
the event that they cannot be reached.
Thank you for your assistance.
Yours truly,
Mr. Hansen
Director of Education

For information Contact: Kelly Duffy-Kariam,

School Social Worker
905-525-2930 Ext. 2831

