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APRIL 2017
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
Psalm 105: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9

Principal’s Message,
This month we celebrate the Holy Feast of Easter on April 16 and enter a season of new beginnings. We are
given new hope once again in our daily lives through the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. We give
great thanks, and praise Jesus’ love for us and the fullness of new life within ourselves and the world.
Spring has also arrived signalling warmer weather, renewal and rebirth. On March 21 and22 the students
celebrated their Winter carnival. It was a fun tine had by all. Thank you so much to the staff and parents
for organizing this wonderful event. Have a blessed Easter.
Yours in Catholic Education,
Mr. M. De Angelis
Principal

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2017
Walking Forward Together in Hope
God of hope, we celebrate the joy of this Easter
season. Back when we were in the Lenten desert
and our hearts in need of watering, we sustained
ourselves with the hope that your love would
nourish us and help our hearts to bloom again.
We walked forward together in hope to arrive at a
place of pure joy. And so today, we lift up our
voices and our spirits to praise and glorify you. We
make this prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.
Walking Forward Together in Hope is a sub theme
of Catholic Education Week which will be held
April 30 – May 5, 2017.

TRIP REMINDERS
Monday, April 3, Grade 5 will be at Marydale
Park-all day.
Tuesday, April 11, Grades 1-3 will be at Westfield
Pioneer Village-all day.
Tuesday, April 11, Grades 4-8 will be enjoying the
BR Xpression at Bishop Ryan High School from
9:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
The Junior and Intermediate students have worked
hard in preparing their speeches. The school run
offs will be held on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 in the
gym at 9:15 a.m. All parents are invited to attend.
The Public Speaking regional competition will be
held on Monday, April 24, 2017 at 7:00 at St. Mark
Catholic Elementary School.

FDK
REGISTRATIONS
2016
Registration for September 2017 will take place on
an on-going basis starting February 2017. Parents
are asked to call the school at 905-560-2700 to
make an appointment to register their child.
JK--child must be 4 years of age by December 31,
2017
K---child must be 5 years of age by December 31,
2017
The following pieces of information must be
submitted to register your child--Baptismal
Certificate, Birth Certificate, Immunization Record
and proof of residence within this community.
WELCOME TO ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
May our prayers be with the Grade 2
students who will be receiving their
First Holy Communion on Sunday,
April 30 at 11:30 a.m. God Bless!

The Travelling Religious Art Exhibit
The One Called Jesus
On April 12-13, the travelling religious art exhibit,
“The One Called Jesus” will be at St. James the
Apostle. It is an exhibit highlighting 50 clay
religious sculptures. It is a wonderful exhibit.
Please see the attached flyer and note.

DIRECTOR’S AWARDS OF
EXCELLENCE FOR STUDENTS
Students from St. James will be receiving their
Director’s awards of Excellence on Wednesday,
April 26 at 2:30 p.m. at the Fr. Kyran Kennedy
Catholic Education Centre. The recipient’s names
will be placed in the May newsletter.

ANAPHYLAXIS
St. James the Apostle is a place where all children feel
safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure the
safety and well-being of all children, please note

below important information from Anaphylaxis
Canada:





Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is
rapid in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic
reaction can occur within minutes of exposure
to an allergen (a substance capable of causing
an allergic reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause
severe reactions when eaten. This may happen
if a person at risk touches an allergenic
substance and then subsequently touches the
mouth. Even a very small amount ‘hidden’ in a
food or transferred to a serving utensil has the
potential to cause a severe allergic reaction.
Direct ingestion of an allergy-causing food
poses the greatest risk for people with food
allergies.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in
adhering to the guidelines below is most
appreciated:






There are students at this school who are
allergic to the following foods and items:
peanuts, all tree nuts and mangos.
Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a
classroom; please avoid bringing these
allergens into the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands
before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food,
food utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food
products into the school; with permission,
non-food items are permitted for various
celebrations and special events and activities.

MOBILE DIGITAL DEVICES
Please refrain from having your child bring mobile
digital devices to school such as laptops, personal
electronic audio, video and photographic and
telecommunication devices unless the teacher
deems the use of the devices appropriate for
educational purposes. These devices are only to
be used under teacher supervision. As per Board
Policy: “Cell phones and other personal mobile
devices must not interfere with the instructional
environment. However, the teacher may deem
the use of mobile digital devices appropriate for
educational purposes.” Cell phones must be
turned off during the school day. If your child
needs to use a phone for an emergency situation,
the office phone is available. The Board assumes
no responsibility for the safety and security, loss
recovery, repair or replacement of
mobile digital devices. The storage of
these devices is the sole responsibility
of the owner/user.
If mobile digital devices such as cell
phones disrupt classroom instruction, they may
be taken away and returned to the student or
parent after the instructional day.

FDK NEWS
April showers bring May flowers is the expression
we will be exploring this month in the Kindergarten
classrooms. Weekly walks to explore the changes
in nature will be used to inquire about new lifebirds, trees, butterflies to name a few. The season
of Easter will be our primary focus as we prepare
ourselves for Jesus' new life in heaven. We have
been learning how to care more, share more and be
a friend during Lent and now we will continue to
do as Jesus teaches.

PRIMARY NEWS
The primary division is welcoming spring with
many exciting activities. With the warm weather
we will be visiting the Westfield Heritage Village,
to experience a day in the life of a pioneer, on April
11th. Students will also celebrate Holy week with a
celebration of the “Last Supper.” The grade 2’s are
preparing for their sacrament of First Holy
communion on April 30th. May God bless them on
this day and always.

Junior News
The grade fours and fives are happy to be springing
forward in their studies as we move into a new
season. We are preparing for Holy week, by paying
particular attention to spreading kindness and
promoting acts of social justice on Earth and in the
cyber world as social citizens. We are continuing
our study of persuasive techniques and have
worked on applying this to our speeches. In
mathematics, we are working on applying problemsolving strategies to various problems and on
strengthening our mental math skills. We are
looking forward to the return of warmer weather so
that we will be able to enjoy outdoor daily physical
activity.

INTERMEDIATE NEWS
GRADE 6/7 NEW
On Wednesday, March 30 the Grade 6/7 class will
welcome Miss Csercsics, a student teacher from
Brock University. She will be with us until April
25th. Welcome Miss Csercsics!
Moving into April, the Grade 6/7 class will be
finishing up their Public Speaking assignments and
beginning report writing and research as we delve
into Canada’s past and celebrate Canada’s 150th
birthday. In Science, the Grade 7’s are exploring
Forms and Structures while the Grade 6’s are
learning about Flight. In math, we are finishing up
fractions and decimals and moving into addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division for the
grade 6’s and the grade 7’s will begin percent and
circle graphs.
The Grade 7’s will begin preparations for
Confirmation in April.

The Grade 7 and 8 students in Mr. Jovanovic’s
class will be starting their culminating English
assignment. Important dates have gone home to
keep parents informed. Due May 12th.
The Grade 7 students have started their Saints
project which is the beginning stage of their
Confirmation Unit. Confirmation is on June8th.
Saints projects are due May 24th.
The Grade 8’s will be attending Camp Brebeuf
from May 15-17.
The spring cross country meet will take place on
Tuesday May 9 at Camp Marydale.

SPORTS NEWS
The
Spring
crosscountry meet will take
place on Tuesday, May
9th at Marydale Park.

PURCHASING GENTLY USED
UNIFORMS
If you would like to purchase gently used uniform
pieces for your child, please contact the school.
Each article of clothing will cost $5 and as per
tradition all proceeds will go towards grade 8
graduations. If you would like to donate any
articles of clothing, please drop them off at the
office or to Mr. Jovanovic, the grade 8 teacher.

GRADE 8 NEWS
Both the grade 7 and 8 students in Mr. Jovanovic’s
class will be starting a fitness unit for physical
education for 6 weeks. The students will graph their
results and hopefully show an improvement in their
personal fitness.
Graduation is soon approaching (June 20) and
information will be distributed to the students
informing you on the breakdown of this wonderful
day.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Our next Catholic School Council meeting will be
on Monday, May 15, 2017 at 6:45 p.m. The final
amount of money that was raised from our World’s
Finest fundraiser will be determined shortly. Many
thanks to those who supported our fundraiser.

E.Q.A.O.
Primary Division and Junior
Division Assessments of reading,
Writing and Mathematics will be
held on May 23-June 5, 2017.

WINTER CARNIVAL
With the support of staff, the Grade 7’s and Student
Council organized and ran a fabulous Winter
Carnival on Tuesday, March 21 for Grades 1-8 and
on Wednesday, March 22 for the FDK’s. Students
enjoyed a variety of activities including: arts and
crafts, obstacle course, Bonhomme Photo booth,
bake sale, human tic-tac-toe, snowball toss,
snowman challenge, Frosty challenge, and ‘Frozen’
hockey. A very special thank you goes to the
Catholic School Council for giving of their time to
help out with the day. Thank you to everyone who
helped make the two days a success! Proceeds from
the Bake Sale and Raffles will be donated to the
Hamilton Chapter of Autism Ontario.

1ST ANNUAL PASTA DINNER
The Catholic School Council will be hosting their
1st Annual Pasta Dinner on Wednesday, May 3,
2017. Order forms will be sent home on Monday,
April 3rd. The orders forms are to be returned by
Wednesday, April 19th. Confirmation will be sent
home on Monday, April 24th.
A special thank you to the council members for
organizing this event.
Please join us on this special occasion!

CHESS
Congratulations to the St. James Chess Team
Members! They represented our school admirably
at the 40th Annual Chess Tournament held on
March 28th at St. Teresa of Calcutta School.
A special mention goes to Mia H (Gr. 5), Jesse D.
(Gr. 5) and Lucas D. (Gr. 4) who came in the final
four for their group!
Continue practicing for next year!

Monthly Awards

Christian

Effort

Academic

Mrs. McFadden

Valentina P.

Lucas M.

Kaitlyn C

Mrs. Casado

Reese K.

Tobas A.

Isabella L.

Mrs. Malatesta

Gabriella C.

Kaya F.

Kayley M.

Mrs. Ezekiel

Alexa F.

Ethan N.

Anas O.

Mrs. O’Brien

Bryana C.

Vanessa R.

Alexander H.

Mrs. Caliri

Melanie B.

Lily G.

Lucas U.

Mrs. Dagenais/ Mrs. Fenzl

Mia H.

Erica L.

Jazmine J.

Mrs. Brown

Macy M.

Nathan N.

Anthony M

Mr. Jovanovic

Katarina J.

Kenya G.

Ava W.

Monsieur Fragomeni

Trinity D.

Nicholas L

Julia D.
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April 3, 2017

Dear Parents,
On Wednesday, April 12 and Thursday, April 13, the travelling art exhibit "The One Called Jesus"
will be at St. James the Apostle school. The religious exhibit will host 50 clay sculptures and Sister
Therese Turcotte will be teaching the stories of Jesus through the impressive clay sculptures. We
are indeed very fortunate to have this exhibit at our school during Holy Week.
Each class will have a presentation and parents are invited to visit the exhibit. Students may wish
to purchase religious postcards and booklets for $.50. The exhibit will be parked in the southwest
parking lot of the school (near the Parent and Family Literacy Centre). Your cooperation with parking
for April 12 and 13 is greatly appreciated.
Yours in Catholic education

Mr. M. De Angelis

